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Current Trends 


The release of $2 billion in additional funds authorized for multifamily apartment 
construction by President Ford will finance the construction of FHA-insured multifamily 
units. The program will be implemented by the Government National Mortgage Association 
(GNMA ); through reactivation of its Program 23...under which GNMA also issued $3 billion 
of mortgage purchase commitments between January and June. Secretary Hills noted that 
although the single family sector of the housing market is well on its way to recovery. . . due 
partially to GNMA support totaling $15 billion over the past 2% years. .. the multifamily 
sector still needs help. As in past programs... the Federal National Mortgage Association 
(FNMA) will administer the program as agent for GNMA. Mortgage purchase commitments 
became available beginning September 21. One important change was the elimination of the 
provision enabling developers to obtain a GNMA commitment after the receipt of a site 
appraisal and market analysis from FHA. GNMA will now require as a minimum a 
conditional commitment from FHA. 


Auction yields declined as FNMA issued $186.6 million in 4-month commitments to 
purchase both government-backed and conventionally financed home mortgages. The corpora- 
tion issued $68.8 million in commitments on government-backed mortgages at an average 
yield of 8.921... which converts to an average price of 97.06 for 8% percent HUD/FHA-VA 
mortgages. The average in the previous auction was 8.967. The range of accepted bids 
September 7 was 8.893 (97.25) to 9.008 (96.47). In the conventional auction. ..FNMA 
issued $117.8 million in 4-month commitments at an average yield of 9.125...down from 
9.135 on August 23. The range of accepted bids was from 9.107 to 9.145. 


The Mortgage Bankers Association Economics and Research Department reports that 
the mortgage banking industry closed $7.2 billion of home loans in the first half of 
1976. .. matching the record set in the first half of 1975. Also. . . the volume of single-family 
loans closed in June reached a new monthly high. This indicates single-family lending will set 
an annual record for the full year of 1976. Strong lending activity in the HUD/FHA-VA area 
helped boost the volume of single-family lending to $1.4 billion, 18 percent higher than May 
and 22 percent higher than a year ago. In turn. . . total mortgage loans closed hit $1.8 billion 
in June...the highest volume since the $2.0 billion recorded for October 1975. Even 
so... the total of all mortgages originated by the industry in the first 6 months of 1976 still 
lagged 9 percent behind the $10.4 billion closed in the first half of 1975. 


* 


More Housing Units for Elderly 


More than 20,000 housing units for the elderly and handicapped may now be built or 
substantially rehabilitated under funding announced by Secretary Hills. This second allocation 
of reservations for direct HUD loans authorizes an additional 8,000 units spread among 85 
sponsoring organizations. Last April, 136 applicants were designated to receive loans under 
the Housing Act of 1959 to finance some 12,600 new or rehabilitated units. A total of $500 
million is now allocated for the funding, of which almost $375 was reserved in April. 


An additional $200 million in reservation authority for fiscal 1976 is expected to be 
allocated by September 30...the end of the fiscal year. A substantial portion of the 
remaining funds is expected to be allocated for increases in units and cost estimates for 
previously approved projects. 





Code and Growth Control Publications Available 


Building Officials & Code Administrators (BOCA) International. .. the Nation’s oldest 
professional association of regulatory code officials and publishers of the widely-adopted 
Basic Code series of model construction codes. . . has announced several new publications. 


Code Enforcement Agency Organizational Recommendations. . . is a newly-published 
source of information for code enforcement agency administrators. The book provides job 
classifications and descriptions for four jurisdiction population sizes: from 10,000 to those 
over 100,000. An added feature of the book is an informative essay entitled, A Building 
Official’s Guide to Effective Public Relations, highlighting how to communicate a depart- 
ment’s activities and accomplishments to the general public. 


The price of the book is $5.00 each. .. $4.00 for members of BOCA. For 20 copies 
or more... the cost is $4.50... and $3.50 to BOCA members. 


A new boxed edition of BOCA International’s three-volume anthology, Readings in 
Code Administration, is now available. This authoritative and comprehensive source of 
construction code information has been collected under a single title in a 1400-page 
anthology of articles by the Nation’s leading experts in code and code-related fields. It is an 
ideal text for classroom use. An additional 10 percent discount off the member and list 
prices for the complete series or individual volumes is available when they are used as 
assigned texts in a higher education or continuing education class. 


Volume One, History/Philosophy/Law provides an historical overview of the practices, 
principles, and concerns of the Code Administration profession. Volume Two, Fire Protection 
Technology, includes articles on fire insurance rationale, fire terms, and tests, occupancy and 
height considerations, and related topics. Volume Three, Building Materials/Systems/ 
Standards, covers design considerations, code enforcement practices, industrialization, 
materials, and other matters of concern to the development and operation of codes. 


The boxed desk-set edition is priced at $30.00 list and $22.50 for members. Volume 
One is $12.00 list, $9.00 for members. Volumes Two and Three each are $11.00 list and 
$8.00 for members. 


The order must be placed by the class instructor. Professors of code education classes 
are invited to inquire about receiving review copies. 


For descriptions of other code enforcement text and reference books published by 
BOCA International...a free copy of BOCA’s Publications Catalog may be obtained. The 
Catalog also contains information about the BOCA Basic Codes and the wide range of 
building department signs, forms, and supplies available. Address orders to BOCA’s Publica- 
tions Order Department, 1313 E. 60th St., Chicago, Illinois 60637. Nonmembers’ orders 
must be prepaid or accompanied by a government jurisdiction’s purchase order. 


Management and Control of Growth... a 3-volume reference work on managed 
urban growth brings together articles by more than 120 authors, including leading planners, 
attorneys, and educators in the field. This unique source of materials will help local officials 
and others involved in local decisionmaking on housing, fiscal impacts, environmental 
concerns, social equity, and other key issues in growth management. Copies, sold only in 
complete sets, may be obtained at $22.50, plus handling, from the Urban Land Institute, 
Publication Division, 1200 18th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 


Planning and Management Guide for City Officials...prepared by the National 
League of Cities/U.S. Conference of Mayors... helps fill the need for guidance in building 
local government planning and management capabilities. The basic concepts of the planning 
and management function are presented for use by the executive leadership of city 
governments. Available at $2.50 per copy from Publications Office, National League of 
Cities/U.S. Conference of Mayors, 1620 Eye St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 (Order No. 
74 L602). 





Mobile Home Size Increases 


A trend toward the production of larger mobile homes was noted in the First Annual 
Report on the Mobile Home Program established by the Housing and Community Develop- 
ment Act of 1974. 


The Report... prepared by HUD and sent by the President to the Congress, indicates 
that the mobile home production trend appears to run counter to the trend toward smaller, 
conventional homes. 


“In 1971,” according to the Report, “‘14-foot-wide mobile homes comprised about 16 
percent of the total production. In 1975... almost 42 percent of production was accounted 
for by 14-foot-wide homes. 


‘**A similar growth in the proportion of double-wide unit production occurred... 12 
percent of the total production in 1971 to almost 25 percent in 1975.” 


To improve the durability and safety aspects of mobile homes. . . under requirements 
of the National Mobile Home Construction and Safety Standards Act. .. HUD has committed 
funds for a number of research projects and is planning additional efforts. 


In one area... 28 full-scale kitchen fire tests were conducted in 1975. The tests 
concentrated on the effect that a fire (occurring from grease ignited on top of a cooking 
range) would have on the adjacent walls and kitchen cabinets. The tests sought to determine 
the resistance to flame-spread of certain materials. 

As a direct result of the tests... Federal standards are now set up to require 
significantly lower flame-spread on the wall behind and adjacent to the kitchen range. They 
also require lower flame-spread for cabinets, and that the bottom of cabinets be protected by 
asbestos millboard and a metal range hood. 


The standards, as amended and corrected, were published in the Federal Register last 
December 18. 


Mobile homes built after June 15 must be built in compliance with the standards and 
bear labels indicating compliance. Those built before that date are not covered by the 
standards. 


The Report outlines the development process of the Federal mobile home standards; 
proposed standards enforcement, and efforts to develop a comprehensive statistical informa- 
tion system; and the recommendation that legislation be amended to provide for submitting 
the annual report to Congress July 1, rather than in March, to include later and more 
complete mobile home data. 


Copies of the Report may be obtained from HUD, Room 6262, Washington, D.C. 
20410. 


* 
New Publications 


Redistribution Effects of Special Revenue Sharing for Community Development (IGS 
Working Paper No. 17, 1976)...by Professors Richard DeLeon and Richard LeGates. 
Published by the Jnstitute of Governmental Studies of the University of California. Data on 
California cities are analyzed to describe and evaluate the change from the ‘categorical 
system’ of dispensing Federal Community Development Assistance to the new ‘Block Grant’ 
approach inaugurated by the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974. Available 
by mail order from the Jnstitute of Governmental Studies, 109 Moses Hall, University of 
California, Berkeley, CA, 94720, at $2.50 per copy. 


Buyer’s Guide to Environmental Media... 2nd Edition. A special energy issue 
published by the Environment Information Center (EIC) of New York. The Guide is designed 
to assist educators and librarians in selecting environmental and energy media tools. Price 
$3.60 postpaid; ($2.60 if accompanied by check) from E/C, 124 E. 39th St., New York, 
N.Y. 10016. 





Housing Opportunity Plans Selected 


HUD has selected seven Housing Opportunity Plans submitted by areawide planning 
organizations as the basis for the award of $20 million in supplemental Section 8 Rental 
Subsidy funds. The funds will be awarded to communities participating in the Plans. 


The seven organizations will receive $475,000 in supplemental Section 701 Compre- 
hensive Planning Grants for planning and program development activities which implement 
their projects. In addition. ..local jurisdictions receiving the supplemental funds will be 
eligible to apply for a share of $1.5 million in supplemental Community Development Block 
Grant funds to support activities which will implement the Housing Opportunity Plans. 


The awards went to: Joint Planning Commission of Lehigh and Northampton 
Counties, Pa.; Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities (Minn.); Metropolitan Washington 
(D.C.) Council of Governments; Miami Valley (Ohio) Regional Planning Commission; Puget 
Sound Council of Governments (Wash.); Southern California Association of Governments; 
and Southern Iowa Council of Governments. 


FY! * 


National Association of REALTORS...69th Annual Convention. .. Houston, 
November 9-18. The Association’s affiliates... the American Chapter of the International 
Real Estate Federation and the American Institute of Real Estate Appraisers will also meet 
concurrently. Details and Registration: NAR, 155 East Superior Street, Chicago, 60611. 


Construction Industry Manufacturers Association... Annual Meeting... Arlington 
Park, Illinois, November 9-11. Details: George Headrick, C/MA, 111 E. Wisconsin Ave., 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 (414/272-0943) 


United States League of Savings Associations... 84th Annual Convention... New 
York, N.Y., November 14-19. Details: Gil Dupont, USLSA, 111 E. Wacker Dr., Chicago, 
Illinois 61607 (312/644-3100) 
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